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easy to turn the whole proceedings into a farce. It does not
seem fair, however, that persons whose consciences are so
elastic in some directions should string them up so tightly in
others as to enable them to enjoy the advantages of citizen-
ship while they evade its duties.

THE DENTAL HOSPITAL OF LONDON.

THE annual dinner of the staff and present and past
students will be held on Saturday, Dec. 3rd, at the H6tel
Metropole (Whitehall Rooms), under the presidency of Mr.
Storer Bennett. Gentlemen either now or formerly con-
nected with the hospital or medical school who may through
inadvertence not have received special notice and who desire
to be present are requested to communicate with the dean
at the Dental Hospital, 40, Leicester-square.

PAY WARDS IN BRUSSELS HOSPITALS.

ACCORDING to the report of the Conseil des Hospices in
Brussels it appears that last year nearly 1100 persons were
admitted to the public hospitals as paying patients, the taxiJI
varying from 3 fr. to 15 fr. per diem, for which everything,
including professional services and even important opera-
tions, was provided. The total amount received last year
was 70,000 fr. The medical journals are beginning to com-
plain that this system of admitting paying patients is very
unfair to medical men and that reform is needed which must

take one of the following shapes : (1) the total abolition of
paying wards or (2) the permission for paying patients to
select their own professional attendants who must be allowed
to have free access to them. It is suggested that the
Brussels College of Medical Practitioners should take the

matter up. -

" MUSCULAR DYSTROPHIES."

IN the American Journal of the Medical Sciences for

September, 1898, Dr. A. A. Eshner publishes a paper entitled
" A Contribution to the Study of the Muscular Dystrophies."
The writer first refers to Erb’s views-namely, that the
changes in the muscles in these conditions are not purely
myopathic, but that they may depend upon impalpable
nutritional alterations in the ganglion cells of the anterior
horns of the spinal cord not capable of demonstration with
our present resources-and therefore proposes to designate
such cases as come under this group as "muscular

dystrophies," thus not indicating definitely any theory
of their pathology. Several types of the disease have
been described, as, for instance, the idiopathic, the pseudo-
hypertrophic, the juvenile or scapulo-humeral of Erb, the
infantile of Duchenne, or the facio-scapulo-humeral of

Landouzy-Dejerine, and the hereditary of Leyden; but

Dr. Eshner thinks it is doubtful if any useful purpose is
subserved by this classification, inasmuch as the boundaries
of the several so-called types are ill-defined, and many, if not
most, cases present features of two or more varieties. It is

probable that these several forms represent rather differences
in degree and distribution than variations in essential

character. Details are then given of 20 cases. Most of
the cases are of mixed type, with a predominant tendency
to muscular pseudo-hypertrophy. Of the whole number but 4
occurred in females. So far as could be ascertained the first

symptoms in the cases reported were noticed in none later
than the thirteenth year, in 2 at birth, in 2 during the first
year, in 2 during the second year, in 2 during the third year,
in 2 during the fourth year, in 3 during the sixth year, in 1
during the seventh year, in 3 during the eighth year, in 2
during the ninth year, and in 1 during the tenth year. The

ages of the patients at the times when they came under obser-
vation varied from three to twenty-four years. In only 2 of the
cases (in brothers) was it definitely ascertainable that similar

disease existed in any other member of the same family. In 11
cases one or more of the infectious diseases had preceded the
onset of the dystrophic manifestation. In 3 cases there had
been falls upon the back before the advent of the symptom
of the muscular trouble. Dr. Eshner calls attention to the
contraction of the muscles of the upper part of the thigh
noted in two of the cases, when the sole of the foot was

gently irritated notwithstanding the absence of the plantar
reflex.

MEDICO-PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF ’
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND.

1 EXAMINATIONS for the certificate of the Association in
! psychological medicine will be held in London, Edinburgh,
1l Glasgow, Aberdeen, and Dublin, on Thursday, Dec. 15th,

1898. Candidates intending to present themselves for
examination should give fourteen days’ notice to the

Registrar (Dr. Spence, Burntwood Asylum, Lichfield), from

1 
whom any further information may be obtained.

THE DIAGNOSTIC VALUE OF KOPLIK’S SPOTS.

, IN the Nero York Medical Journal of Oct. 15th, 1898, Dra
- J. Sobel confirms the claims of Koplik’s spots as a pathogno-
r monic sign both in the pre-eruptive and eruptive stage of
- measles. As stated in an annotation in THE LANCET of
r April 30th, 1898, these spots are limited to the mucous
t membrane of the cheeks and lips and are small, irregular,
f and bright red. In the centre of each is a minute speck,
) bluish-white in strong daylight, which, according to Koplik,
l is absolutely pathognomonic of measles. In the early stages
 of 35 cases of measles Dr. Sobel never found this sign

wanting. On the other hand, he never found them present
in 1000 adults suffering from a number of affections or in
children affected with various eruptions-varicella, scarlet

fever, vaccinia, r&ouml;theln, congenital syphilis, urticaria, pur-
r pura, erythema multiforme, miliaria, eczema, and bromide

and antipyrin rashes. He corroborates Slawyk’s observation
, that the spots occur most frequently opposite the region of

the lower molar teeth. 
-

THE SMOKE NUISANCE

ON Nov. 12th a summons was heard at the West London

police-court at the instance of the Vestry Clerk of Hammer
smith against the East India Produce Company for allowing
their chimney at Albert Mills, Upper Mall, to emit black
smoke in such quantities as to be a nuisance. The principal
witness against the company was Sir William Blake Rich"
mond, who said that the smoke issuing from the chimney
was 

" as black as his coat and so thick that he could not see

through it." A vestry sanitary inspector gave similar evi
dence. The defence was that only yellow and brown smoke
issued from the chimney and that smoke-consumers had
been applied some two months ago. We do not doubt
this fact, but it is quite evident that the smoke-consumers’
do not do their work properly. Mr. Rose, in describing
Sir William Richmond as a public benefactor, referred to
the difference of opinion as to the colour of the smoke, and
said that that gentleman from his profession was the most
fitting witness to describe it. He should make a prohibitory
order for the prevention of the recurrence of the nuisance
and should allow the vestry five guineas costs. We are

glad to see that the incriminated company did not put for-
ward any plea about not being able to get Welsh coal, for
whether they can or not that has nothing to do with it. We
should like to see the sanitary authorities take in hand the
case of certain big restaurants and hotels which are much to
blame as regards polluting the air, and also we should like to
know whether there is any power by which the London
County Council can make it obligatory on the builders and
architects of any new house or houses to fit the fireplaces


